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arouse in the first issues of a magazine. . . . Do not imagine
that I am strutting. But I am well aware of the interest and
significance of my work, and I want to get what is due to
me." The fact that Dostoevsky refers to his work as an "arti-
cle" shows that he at first conceived it in modest dimensions,
and that only as he wrote it did he develop it to its eventual
proportions. "I will begin to write The House of the Dead
after October 15. My eyes hurt; I am absolutely unable to
work by candlelight."
In 1850, Mikhail had founded a cigarette factory and sold
his cigarettes in pretty boxes with surprise souvenirs. At
first the success was tremendous, but its novelty soon wore
off, and the former engineer-poet planned to liquidate his
business with heavy losses (actually he kept it going until
1861). His business experience qualified him to manage his
brother's affairs, but Feodor was unreasonably impatient, and
Mikhail's letters to him are full of remonstrances.
"I don't understand, my friend, why you worry and are
so excited. You have done your work, you have written a
novel, you have sent it to me; very well, then, perfect: be
calm and wait for the result, if you trust me." (October 2,
1859.) "Today, my dear friend, I have again received a
bombshell from you." (October 3, 1859.)
Finally, on November 2, Dostoevsky received a letter
from Totleben, which reassured him completely; it stated
that Prince Dolgoruky was not opposed to his return to the
capital. On November 25, 1859, a paper with the letterhead
of the Third Section reached the governor of Tver. It read,
"The emperor has graciously consented to the request men-
tioned above, but solely on condition that the secret surveil-
lance of Dostoevsky be continued in St. Petersburg."